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1.0 Background 
 

1.1 The proposed alterations to the Clock Tower relate to the comprehensive repairs for the Grade II listed 
Coach House range1. The building to which the Clock Tower relates to dates from the early 19th century 
and it is located within Elvaston Castle Country Park which is a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden. 
The L-shaped range forms part of a core group of other historic buildings at the Country Park, including 
the adjacent country house (Elvaston Castle) which is a Grade II*. There are also many other built 
structures within the garden which are Grade II listed. 

1.2 In very general terms the need for the wider scheme of repairs and refurbishment work has arisen out 
address the poor and worsening condition of the roofs, but also to bring the building up to a standard 
that would potentially allow a commercial tenant occupy some of the rooms within it, helping to 
contribute towards the future sustainability of the estate. Both Planning and Listed Building Consent for 
the wider repairs were granted on 8th June 2018; reference numbers 9/2018/0411 & 9/2018/0416, 
respectfully. Work commenced on the building during July 2019 with all building works expected to be 
complete by March 2020. The contract value is currently estimated to be in the region of £800,000.  

1.3 Provision with the aforementioned statutory approvals was made for the Clock Tower structure to be 
completely renewed due to its very poor condition, and because of its limited historic significance. The 
intention is to replace the structure with one which will perform better whilst replicating the external 
appearance of the former Clock Tower structure as closely as possible. Historic features are also to be 
reinstated including the Bell, weathervane and other lost architectural details. The clock mechanism and 
faces are also being fully restored by Smith of Derby and are to be brought back to full working order.  

1.4 Under the extant statutory approvals the Clock Tower elevations are to be finished with a lime render 
with a coursed appearance to reflect the appearance of the original Clock Tower. However, a diamond 
format copper shingle is now proposed as an alternative to resolve concerns over the longevity of the 
material and to provide a more honest and aesthetically appealing design response. This material would 
also be more consistent with the use of copper on the clock tower roof and belfry which has also 
received approval. 

1.5 Therefore this Listed Building Consent (LBC) application seeks approval for the alteration from a coursed 
lime render finish to a copper shingle finish. In order to understand the proposals fully it is important 
that this document is read in conjunction with the supporting documentation for the LBC application, 
namely: 

o P19/F/01 – Location Plan 
o P19/F/02 – Site Plan 
o P19/F/03 to P19/F/07 – Existing plans, sections and elevations 
o P19/F/08 – Proposed Elevations 
o P19/F/09 – Proposed Elevations & Roof Plan 
o P19/F/10 – Proposed Plans, Section and Construction Details 

  

                                                           
1 The approx. extent of the Listed Building is shown on the cover page albeit with the protective tented scaffold 
system in place over the central clock tower and archway between the east and west courtyards.   
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2.0 Design & Access 
 

2.1 The plans provided on page 5 illustrate the existing layout and access arrangement for the Coach House 
building. The proposed alterations to the cladding of the Clock Tower will not alter this relationship in 
any way. Neither will it impact on any additional measures to improve access to the building being 
implemented through the extant Planning & LBC approvals. 

2.2 The images below show the Clock Tower in context with the Coach House building. Figures 1-3 are 
photographs of the building taken prior to the erection of the tented scaffold. The scaffold had to be 
erected to prevent moisture ingress and to help understand the extent of the repairs required to the 
structure and the abutting ranges. Since then work has been undertaken to demolish the Clock Tower 
and work is due to commence on the replacement structure during week commencing 28th October 
2019. 

2.3 The change from a lime render finish to a copper shingle finish will not impact on the internal layout or 
scale of the replacement structure which has already approved. 
 
  

01 
02 

03 

04 

Photo Key Plan (NTS) 

Fig. 01: View from south west corner of cobbled courtyard of 
single-storey north range and two-storey east range with clock 
tower above central open archway. Image date June 9th 2014 

Fig.  02 (bottom left): View from west entrance to cobbled 
courtyard of the two storey coach house (east) range. Image 

date June 9th 2014. 
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Fig. 03: View from east side of the main castle 
courtyard showing the ‘embattled’ elevation of 

the east range. Image date June 9th 2014.  

Fig. 04: View of the tented scaffold system 
around the clock tower erected in early 

2016 to arrest the worst of the decay & to 
understand its structural issues. Image 

date April 11th 2016. 
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3.0 Heritage Statement 
 

3.1 Requirement 
 

3.1.1 As part of the Listed Building Consent application the following Heritage Impact Assessment has 
been prepared to meet the requirements of paragraph 189 of the NPPF which states: 

 
3.1.2 In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the 

significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The 
level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to 
understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant 
historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using 
appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes 
or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning 
authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, 
where necessary, a field evaluation2. 

 
3.1.3 In addition, the proposed development has been considered with policy BNE2 ‘Heritage Assets’ 

from the current SDDC Local Plan, in mind. This states: 
 
3.1.4 Development that affects South Derbyshire’s heritage assets will be expected to protect, conserve 

and enhance the assets and their settings in accordance with national guidance and 
supplementary planning documents which the authority may produce from time to time3.  

 
3.2 The Structure and its Setting 

 
3.2.1 The ‘Coach House and Attached Buildings’ is a Grade II Listed Building which is located within the 

Elvaston Castle Country Park, a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden. The Country Park 
encompasses 321 (130 ha) acres of open parkland, woodland and more formal historic gardens 
and within which there are numerous Listed Buildings. The extent of the Elvaston Castle estate 
and the location of the Clock Tower within it is shown on the accompanying site location plan; 
drawing reference P19/F/01. 

 
3.2.2 The Coach House was built in the early 19th by James Wyatt in Tudor style for the 3rd Earl of 

Harrington4. The Listed Building forms part of a highly significant ensemble of other Listed 
Buildings at the heart of and within the boundary to the Country Park, notably; 

 Elvaston Castle (Main Castle Building) – Grade II* (Fig.’s 08 & 09) 
 Information Centre and Shop  – Grade II   (Fig. 12) 
 Carriage Wash in Cobbled Courtyard  – Grade II   (Fig. 13) 
 Churchyard Walls & Attached Curtain Wall  – Grade II      

 
3.2.3 The Coach House and Clock Tower is also overlooked by the Church of St Bartholomew (Fig. 08), a 

Grade I Listed Building, which is encircled by the estate boundary. This building is not owned by 
DCC but it goes without saying that it forms part of this highly sensitive historic environment. 

                                                           
2 Department for Communities and Local Government (March 2012), The National Planning Policy Framework, URL 
accessed 24.10.2019, URL: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_F
eb_2019_revised.pdf 
3 South Derbyshire District Council, Adopted Local Plan, URL accessed 24.10.2019, URL: https://www.south-
derbys.gov.uk/our-services/planning-and-building-control/planning/planning-policy/local-plan/adopted-local-plan, 
p126.  
4 Historic England (2016), List Entry No. 1096433, Coach House & Attached Buildings at Elvaston Castle, URL accessed 
11.04.2018, URL: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1096433  
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3.2.4 The list description provides a reasonably detailed account of the building’s specific architectural 

features (included in Appendix A), however, in summary, the Coach House and its associated 
ranges enclose the north and west sides of the cobbled-stone paved carriage yard (shown prev. 
on the key plan). The central three bay section contains an open central carriage arch within fine 
ashlar stone elevations surmounted by a castellated parapet with a rendered clock tower and 
belfry above (Fig. 02). Either side of this, and the lower single-storey wing extending westward, 
are brick ranges of Tudor style with stone dressings under Westmoreland slate roofs (Fig. 01). 
These buildings are thought to be a part of the Wyatt remodelling and are part of the same Grade 
II listed building. Within the cobbled Stables Court and dating from the same period is a brick-
built carriage wash (Fig. 10) which is separately listed as Grade II. The east elevation of the 
building overlooks the Main Castle Yard (Fig. 03) which has been remodelled more closely aligned 
with the style of the Main Castle building (Fig. 06). 

 
3.2.5 As the Clock Tower is a relatively tall and distinct feature it is visible from other parts of the 

estate. Its presence is perhaps most strongly felt from the westerly side of the estate, and 
particularly on the approach along Dukes Drive (Fig’s 11 & 12). 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fig. 05: The architectural purity & symmetry of south 
elevation of the main castle building is reflected in the 
layout of the decorative gardens of the GII RPG along 

the south avenue. Image date May 8th 2013. 

Fig. 06: The west elevation of the Main Castle building, 
adjacent to the Coach House, is less architecturally 

refined with a more utilitarian appearance, reflected 
by the function of the Main Castle Yard it overlooks.  

Image date Sept. 28th 2014. 

Fig. 07: The Gate houses (LHS) and hound enclosure 
form the boundary to the south side of the main castle 

yard. The west elevation of the Coach House is just 
visible in the RHS of the image. Image date Sept. 28th 

2014. 

Fig. 08: The Church of St Bartholomew which sits just 
outside the estate boundary is a dominant part of the 

immediate setting of the Coach House. Image date 
Oct. 11th 2012. 
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Fig. 09: The Visitor Centre & Shop form the boundary 
to the south side of the Cobbled Courtyard. Image 

date June 9th 2014.  

Fig. 10: The Grade II Listed Carriage Wash within the 
cobbled courtyard & north range of the Coach House. 

Image date June 9th 2014. 

Fig. 11:  Further afield, from the south west and looking through Lower Stable Yard, the Clock Tower structure is a 
relatively dominant feature of the Elvaston Castle estate. Image date June 9th 2014. 

Fig. 12: From the North West, the central bay of the Coach House and Clock Tower remains a strong built feature 
albeit overshadowed to some degree by the Church tower of St. Bartholomew. Image date April 15th 2003. 
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3.3 Historic Context & Development of the Elvaston Estate 
 
3.3.1 In order to appreciate the potential impact of the proposed alterations it is important to consider 

the wider historic context of the Coach House; given that it forms part of the historic Elvaston 
Castle Estate which is of great architectural and historic significance in its own right. 

 
3.3.2 The Parish of Elvaston, Thulston and Ambaston were thought to have been a Viking settlement 

around 900AD. Elvaston was then mentioned in the Doomsday Book as being in the possession of 
Geoffrey Alselin one of the Great Barons that held land for the King.  

 
3.3.3 The land was passed through several families until it was acquired by the Stanhope Family in 

1607. At this point in its history Elvaston may already have included significant gardens, partially 
walled with stone or terraced. It remained with this family for well over 400 years, until its sale in 
the late 1960's. 

 
3.3.4 The estate was undoubtedly affected by many subsequent events and heirs, such as the Civil War 

in 1643, when Sir John Gell (Governor of Derby) ransacked the house for arms as the family 
supported King Charles I. Each successive Stanhope heir influenced the development of the 
estate − with William Stanhope being created the first Baron Harrington in 1730, rising in 1742, 
to become the first Earl. His elevation may have inspired him to make his estate and surrounding 
land more productive, as many changes took place following his rise. 

 
3.3.5 Subsequent Earls continued to improve the estate − with perhaps the most well-known being the 

fourth Earl. He worked alongside William Barron, whom he had made head gardener, between 
1830 until his death in 1851 - to establish much of the character of the Park and Gardens as they 
can be seen today. Barron himself continued working, with a much reduced gardening staff, with 
the fifth and sixth Earls until he left Elvaston in 1865. 

 
3.3.6 The Stanhope family and eleventh Earl finally left the estate in 1939 at the onset of the war. 

During the War, Elvaston housed a Teacher's Training College and in 1964 the estate was put up 
for sale. It was purchased by Needlers (subsequently part of Tarmac Roadstone UK), a mineral 
extraction company, with the central core of the estate subsequently being sold to Derbyshire 
County Council and Derby Borough Council in 1969, saving it from being exploited as a series of 
gravel pits5. 

 
3.3.7 In 1970 the park was officially designated a country park and opened to the public. It has since 

continued to be managed by the County Council and enjoyed by a great deal of people where the 
gardens are presently the main attraction. Whilst the majority of the main castle building remains 
closed the estate gardens are accessible by the public to most parts without restriction which are 
appreciated both for its historic significance and for use for leisure activities such as walking, 
picnicking, etc. The grounds are also host to a number of seasonal cultural events and activities.  

 
3.3.8 Evlaston Castle Country Park is of national importance as a historic designed landscape, largely 

through the contribution of William Barron, as are many of the historic buildings within it, which 
reflect the late work of the 19th century English Gothic Revival architect James Wyatt. The history 
and character of both the buildings and landscape are intrinsically linked. Consequently, this 
significance is recognised through the designation of the grounds as a Grade II* Registered Park 
and Garden, and many of the buildings are either Grade II* and Grade II listed as being of special 
architectural and historical interest. 

 

                                                           
5 Derbyshire County Council, A Short History of Elvaston Castle Country Park, URL accessed 11.04.2018, available: 
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/countryside/countryside_sites/country_parks/elvaston/heritage/short_history/default.asp  
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3.4 Architectural and Historic Significance of the Coach House and Attached Buildings: 
 
3.4.1 Most of buildings seen today within Elvaston dates from late 19th century and the time of the 

Gothic Revival. It was Charles Stanhope, 3rd Earl of Harrington, who was responsible for 
commissioning James Wyatt to create a Gothic style seat for the Earl and his family6. The Coach 
House and Attached Buildings are no exception to this as they form part of J. Wyatt’s vision for 
the estate and so it is important to understand how the building relates to this. The following 
map regression exercise helps to illustrate the changes which took place through this 
transformation: 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.4.2 The old H plan brick family home was remodelled as a castle like manor house with its 
battlements and turrets which was linked to a large new courtyard, complete with a water tower 
(now demolished) of the same Gothic design (Fig. 18). The other buildings which enclose the 
courtyard where also built in a similar style, including the Coach House and Attached Buildings7, 

                                                           
6 Anon., A Country Residence, Elvaston Castle, URL accessed 11.04.2018, URL: 
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/images/2.%20A%20Country%20Residence_tcm44-265425.pdf  
7 It is acknowledged that Page 26 of The Conservation Management Plan for the Castle discusses the possibility that 
this and other buildings may comprise of some earlier built elements or materials. However, given the nature and 
extent of the repair work a detailed building morphology investigation is outside the scope of this HIS. 

Fig. 13 - 1852 Tithe Plan (NTS): The former Tudor era H-plan home can be made out (shaded red) in the centre of 
the map although the Coach House & Clock Tower do not appear on this. 

Fig. 14 - 1st edition (1801) OS (NTS): shows the remodelled house complete with other new buildings by James 
Wyatt; the L-shaped Coach House & Clock Tower range/building can be clearly seen to the west. 
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which complete the architectural arrangement. The building, complete with Clock Tower 
structure, serves as an imposing gateway between the two courtyards through which horse-
drawn carriages would have once passed on their way to and from the stables (Fig. 19). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.4.3 The List Entry suggests that the Coach House was built complete with the Clock Tower during the 
19th Century which is corroborated by Craven (2011) who states ‘The first known country house 
commission for the Smith’s was the clock in the Stable Court at Elvaston Castle for the 5th Earl of 
Harrington, installed in 1870’8. However, there is some ambiguity about this as the Essential 
Repair Report suggests that it was added later in around 1910. There is also physical evidence 
within the structure to suggest that it was either a later addition or possibly altered during the 
construction process (Fig’s .17 - 19). One theory is that the roof may have been initially designed 
as a simple trussed pyramid form roof and would probably have featured a graduated 
Westmoreland slate roof to match the other roofs on the building. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
8 According to Craven, Max (2011),  The Smiths of Derby – A Journey Through Time’, Published by Colourstream Litho 
Limited, p56 

Fig. 15: Aerial view of castle courtyard looking north east showing the 
Coach House, the demolished north range and water tower, and 

Elvaston Castle. Image date c. 1920.  

Fig. 16: View of the Clock Tower atop 
the Coach House from along Dukes 

Drive. Image date c. 1920. 

Fig. 17: Image from within the Clock Tower 
showing the bottom chords of the historic 
trusses. Note how an attempt to restrain 

these from sagging further has been made 
with the later central threaded steel tie-bar.; 

this is in turn supported inadequately by a 
tree-trunk which is just visible at the top of 

the image. One of the principal rafters, 
which has been truncated due to the 

addition of the Clock Tower, is just visible at 
the top of the image which is supported by a 

later timber post. 
Image date July 14th October 2017.  

STEEL BAR RAFTER 

TIMBER  
SUPPORT TREE-

TRUNK 

BOTTOM 
CHORDS 
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3.4.4 The accommodation within the Coach House range is likely to have been used for harness rooms 
and stable block, at the ground floor level, and the upper floor is likely to have been used to 
accommodate stable hands. Beyond the physical evidence remaining within the stable block it is 
difficult to conject as to how the building was once used in any more detail. This is largely 
because of the significant alterations in use which took place during the ownership of DCC during 
the 1970’s and the conversion of much of the building to a museum and office accommodation 
for the park rangers. 

 
3.4.5 There is good evidence that a fairly comprehensive range of repairs were undertaken by DCC as 

relatively detailed drawings from the 1970’s have been found (Appendix B). The drawings and 
physical evidence suggest that some of the repairs were carried out relatively well whilst others 
have not been so successful, resulting in some of the problems associated with the building 
present today. 

 
3.4.6 The drawings show that at least the two storey range was re-roofed with new Westmoreland 

slates and that the south blank arch, on the east elevation, was taken down and quite carefully 
rebuilt. Whilst some of the roofs are in a reasonable condition they have failed in many places, 
and particularly along the parapet gutters where mineral felt has been used as a cheaper 
substitute for leadwork (Fig’s 23 &24).  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 18: Truncated principal rafter & timber support. 
Modern steel channels have been added, in addition 
to the earlier horizontal bar, to strengthen support to 
the Clock Tower structure. Image Date October 2016.  

Fig. 20: Image from above the east range looking south 
of one of the Westmoreland roofs; all felt flashings and 

parapet gutters have failed causing water ingress 
problems. Image date February 2nd 2017.  

Fig. 19: Image of corner/hip rafter – note that the end 
appears to have been roughly sawn off to 

accommodate the clock tower structure. Image Date 
October 2016.  

Fig. 21: A close-up view of one of the parapet 
gutters revealing the cracked felt lining & poorly 

considered routing of cables. 
 Image date February 2nd 2017.  

STEEL CHANNEL 
HORIZ. BAR 
RAFTER 
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3.4.7 Some attempt to repair the clock tower appears on the drawings which include measures to 
strengthen it, including new steel members at the lower level of the structure (Fig’s 18 & 19), and 
a re-cladding exercise; featuring asbestos sheathing (Fig. 22) sandwiched between an external 
cementitious render and diagonal timber boarding internally. However the modern steel 
members have caused further structural and aesthetic problems to the earlier ad-hoc structure 
(Fig’s 23 & 24). Prior to the demolition of the Clock Tower the external render system has broken 
down over time leaving parts of the asbestos sheathing dangerously exposed. Little consideration 
appears to have been given to the selection of appropriate materials and detailing the structure 
as all roof finishes have failed, damaging the interior and allowing decay/rot to set in significant 
areas of the timber structure both externally and internally9. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
9 Discussed at length in Appendix A of the Design, Access & Heritage Statement, submitted as part of the previous LBC 
application (ref. 9/2018/0416) for a full account of the defects and damage. A digital copy can be provided on request. 

Fig. 22: View of the roof to the top of the Clock 
Tower & Belfry looking west. The roof has 

generally failed; several of the timber copings on 
the east side are missing leaving the asbestos 

cement board substrate exposed. Note; the Bell 
and weathervane are missing and the poor 

condition of the clock face. Image date 22nd Nov. 
2013.  

Fig. 23: View of one of the beam ends at the 
parapet abutment; cracking has occurred on both 
sides of the parapet and the felt covering around 
the beam casing has cracked/failed. The cracking 
and enlarged joints within the masonry are likely 
to have been caused due the additional weight of 

the modern steel structure used to strengthen 
the earlier timber beams. Image date 22nd Nov. 

2013. 

Fig. 24: Fracturing occurring to stonework 
moulding, with mortar patching to the end of the 

Clock Tower support beam on the west side at 
the south-west corner. This is most likely to have 

been caused by both the composite beams 
embedded within the parapet; the rusting steel 
channel and decaying timber. Image date 22nd 

Nov. 2013. 
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3.4.8 Because of its ad-hoc design and later ill-considered alterations, the clock tower structure is not 
in itself considered to be of great architectural merit. Whether or not it was constructed at the 
same time as the coach house range, the structure does not appear to have had the same level of 
attention paid to its design resulting in a more uneasy visual relationship with Wyatt’s design for 
the rest of the Coach House. When compared to other clock towers of the same period within 
the county, and nationally, the structure is it is bulky and squat and lacks architectural detail 
common with its contemporaries. Its contribution to the significance of the Coach House has also 
been further eroded through the damaging repairs during the 1970’s as earlier photographic 
evidence (Fig. 25) suggests that the cement render we see today is likely to have replaced a more 
attractive and decorative, probably lime-render, finish. As we have seen, these additive structural 
alterations have also given rise to other unsightly visual defects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.4.9 Clearly the Coach House is of national significance in its own right as a Grade II Listed Building. 
However, it also contributes greatly to the overall significance of the Elvaston Castle Estate as 
part of the collection of buildings remodelled by the 3rd Earl and the eminent Gothic Revival 
architect James Wyatt. As one of the core ensemble of gothic revival buildings it also contributes 
to what was designed as the gothic fantasy landscape of Elvaston. While the Clock Tower may not 
be considered to be integral to the building’s architectural significance it does have some historic 
value as an iconic visual landmark within the landscape of Elvaston. The clock mechanism itself is 
probably the more significant aspect of the tower because of its provenance with Smith of Derby, 
a local but internationally renowned clock manufacturer which still operates from Derby today. 
 

3.4.10 It was because of this that approval was sought and granted for the retention of the Clock Tower 
element in view of its contribution to the history and character of the Elvaston Castle estate. It is 
also a strong visual landmark that, with the correct design approach, can be used to enhance the 
visitor experience and to guide people around the grounds in line with the recently published 
‘Elvaston Castle Masterplan’10 for the estate. 

 
 

  

                                                           
10 Elvaston Castle Masterplan, Derbyshire County Council, URL accesed 24.10.2019, available at: 
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/leisure/countryside/countryside-sites/country-
parks/elvaston/elvaston-castle-estate-master-plan.pdf 

Fig. 25: An enlarged extract of Figure 15 (p11) 
clearly shows more architectural detail on the 

Clock Tower and Belfry featuring moulded 
stringer courses and a struck/coursed render 

giving the structure the appearance which 
closely resembles fine ashlar cladding. 
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3.5 Proposals 
 

3.5.1 This LBC application seeks approval for cladding the four elevations of the Clock Tower with a 
diamond-format copper shingle finish in lieu of a lime render with a coursed appearance. All 
other aspects of the proposals to replace the Clock Tower remain the same as those already 
approved and justified under the Planning and LBC applications mentioned in paragraph 1.2.   

 
3.5.2 However, in summary the previous Clock Tower structure suffered from many inherent design 

problems dating back to when it was originally constructed. These problems have also been 
compounded by other more recent inappropriate repairs made during the latter half of the 20th 
century. Therefore careful consideration towards the various options for the structure were 
considered in consultation with South Derbyshire District Council (SDDC) and Historic England 
(HE)11. 

 
3.5.3 After a great deal of consideration the most appropriate approach for the conservation of the 

Clock Tower was to replace it with one that will more closely resemble the historic structure. 
Consequently a CARE12 registered structural engineer, Chris Pike Associates, were appointed by 
DCC to help develop the proposals for an appropriate replacement structure. The drawings 
prepared by DCC and supporting specification produced by CPA describe the fully developed 
proposal to replace the Clock Tower. A detailed specification for the overhaul and repair of the 
clock mechanism and Bell was also developed with Smith of Derby. An early concept sketch, 
shown below, has been included to help provide an understanding of the basic principles behind 
the approach to renew the Clock Tower: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
11 Discussed at length in the previous Design, Access & Heritage Impact statement submitted as part of the previous 
LBC application (ref. 9/2018/0416). 
12 Conservation Accreditation Register for Engineers (CARE); for more information see http://www.care.org.uk  

Fig. 26: DCC initial concept 
sketch.  

Approval has been 
provided to remove and 

overhaul the clock 
mechanism and clock faces 
and to modify its operation 
with an automated winding 

and time-keeping 
mechanism which will 

reduce the level of 
maintenance required and 

improve the level of risk 
associated in accessing the 

structure. Approved 
proposals also allow for the 

reinstatement of the bell 
and weathervane if the 

old/original items cannot 
be located. 

NOTE: As part of this 
application it is proposed 

that a Copper Shingle finish 
will be used in lieu of the 

rendered finish to the Clock 
Tower walls.  
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3.5.4 Approval has been provided to finish the principal elevations to the Clock Tower with a coursed 

lime render.  This was selected in view of the fact that there is good evidence of it being used on 
the original structure. During the 1970’s this was replaced with a cement based render system 
and although some attempt was made to recreate the decorative coursed effect the 
implemented scheme had a far more diluted appearance. The horizontal render ‘courses’ were 
approximately twice the depth of those on the earlier structure. Also, over time the coursed 
appearance weathered back to a point where this effect was near impossible to detect, and, with 
staining of the render, the appearance of the Clock Tower has been in more recent years that of a 
very dull and flat box. This has had a negative impact on the significance of the Clock Tower and 
Coach House Building. 

 
3.5.5 In view of the longer term performance, maintenance and aesthetic concerns of any render 

system diamond format Copper shingles (refer to drawing P19/F/09) are now proposed to all four 
elevations of the Clock Tower. A copper cladding system has a life expectancy of at least 100 
years; opposed to just 20-30 years expected by a lime render system. There are also concerns 
that the render could crack during this period which would require remedial work. The repaired 
areas would never look the same and be difficult to safely access. Further concerns have arisen 
over the fact that staining is likely to occur on the approved render system through run-off from 
the approved Copper roof; the render could stain green which would look unsightly. 

 
3.5.6 The proposed alteration will also bring the appearance of the structure more in line with the 

materials approved for use elsewhere on the wider repairs to the Coach House building. Copper 
sheet has also been specified and approved for use on the upper reaches of the Clock Tower, 
including; the belfry, roof, castellated parapets and stringer courses. This was specified as it will 
perform much better than the previous felt roof finish used while providing a more aesthetically 
appealing finish.  

 
3.5.7 It is the intention that the diamond format shingles will be of a scale which is more sympathetic 

to the character of the Clock Tower thereby improving its visual relationship with the Coach 
House building. Neither will the appearance of the shingles weather back over time as has 
occurred with the render finish.   

 
3.5.8 As with the copper used elsewhere on the building, including the clock tower roof, the intention 

is to use a natural (non-patinated) copper. The conservation philosophy is that this will appear as 
an honest intervention. Whilst initially quite a bright or shiny its appearance will, over time, dull 
down in tune with other existing building materials whilst remaining discernible as new 
intervention. 
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4.0 Summary & Conclusion 
 
4.1 This LBC application seeks approval to alter the cladding on the Clock Tower from a coursed effect lime 

render finish to a diamond-format copper shingle. It is considered that this alteration is well justified on 
the basis that this is an optimal solution for the structure in that it should enhance the appearance of 
the Listed Building whilst providing a more durable, low maintenance, solution. The use of copper as a 
complete cladding system to the Clock Tower will help ensure that the building will remain in active use 
well into the long term future. 

4.2 Every effort will be made to ensure that the detailing and installation of the copper work will be 
executed in a way that is of the highest possible design quality. It is considered that the design will be as 
sympathetic as possible to the Listed Building and its setting, including that of the other built historic 
environment receptors in the Grade II* RPG, and so, it is therefore hoped that LBC will be granted. 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
 

Preliminary Advice & Comments from Historic England 
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Mr Alex Gilbert Direct Dial: 01604 735460   
Derbyshire County Council     
Environmental Services Department Our ref: PA00434541   
Shand House, Dale Road South     
Matlock     
Derbyshire     
DE4 3RY 14 December 2016   
 
 
Dear Mr Gilbert 
 
Pre-application Advice 
 
ELVASTON CASTLE CLOCK TOWER; COACH HOUSE AND NURSERY GARDEN 
WALL, DERBYSHIRE 
 
Thank you for requesting pre application advice from Historic England on works to 
both the Grade II listed nursery garden wall and repairs to the Grade II listed Coach 
house and clock tower range.  Both structures fall within the Grade II* registered PAG 
and within the setting of the Grade II* listed Elvaston Castle.  Both these heritage 
assets are on the national HAR register.  We attended a meeting on 10th November 
2016 to discuss proposals for the garden wall and coach house.  Our advice is 
confirmed below and we understand it is likely that statutory consents will be required 
for works to both structures: 
 
Nursery Garden Wall - part of the garden wall collapsed in c.2000 and was rebuilt 
with grant contribution from Historic England (formally English Heritage) as part of a 
larger scheme to fund the repair of non-beneficial structures within the Grade II* 
registered PAG.  Further sections of the wall collapsed in late 2015 along the south 
boundary.  As a result your authority commissioned a structural survey from Ward 
Cole,  to assess the stability of the entire nursery garden wall and to inform any 
necessary repairs and method of rebuilding.   
Having sought advice from our Historic Building Surveyor Amanda White, at the 
meeting, we agreed the following:  

- To rebuild the collapsed section of the south wall to the same specification that 
was agreed for the grant aided rebuilt section of the east wall 

- To carefully take down and rebuild a further section of the south wall using the 
same specification.  We agree with you that to provide a multiple series of 
buttresses at regular intervals would have a harmful impact on the significance 
of this wall, which was originally built without buttressing.  In addition, it cannot 
be guaranteed that the buttressing would be stabilise the wall because it is 



 
EAST MIDLANDS OFFICE  

 

 

 

2nd Floor, WINDSOR HOUSE, CLIFTONVILLE, NORTHAMPTON, NN1 5BE 

Telephone 01604 735460 
HistoricEngland.org.uk 

 
 

Historic England is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). All 
Information held by the organisation will be accessible in response to an information request, unless one of the exemptions in the FOIA 

or EIR applies. 
 Historic England will use the information provided by you to evaluate any applications you make for statutory or quasi-statutory consent, 
or for grant or other funding. Information provided by you and any information obtained from other sources will be retained in all cases in 
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substantially out of plumb. 
- To comprehensively repair the remaining sections as recommended within the 

Ward Cole report. 
 
Coach House and Clock tower range - the proposed works are to re-roof all roofs to 
the Coach House and Clock tower range, reusing the existing natural slate and 
replacing on a like-for-like basis.  In principle this work is supported with any 
necessary works to the timber roof structure and associated leadwork and rainwater 
discharge system. 
We discussed specifically the clock tower and the structural assessment produced by 
Chris Pike Associates.  This is a useful and sensible report.  We agree there is an 
opportunity here to enhance significance through more sympathetic and authentic 
materials as part of the repair. However we are also mindful of the long term issues of 
maintenance and loading, and whether the introduction of some modern equivalent 
materials would be a pragmatic way forward - provided the overall finish does not 
detract from the special interest of the Grade II listed range.   
We appreciate the clock tower has some historic interest, with the clock mechanism 
and is of communal value to visitors.  Architecturally we do not consider the structure 
reveals and enhances the historic stable range.  We believe there may be a 
compelling argument for maintenance and sustaining the significance of the structure, 
to remove the clock tower and sensitively restore the original roof form.  We agreed at 
the meeting that you would first obtain quotes for the repair works before considering 
alternative options.  In this regard we would be willing to advise further. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

Eilis Scott 
Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas 
E-mail: eilis.scott@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
 
 
ELVASTON CASTLE CLOCK TOWER; COACH HOUSE AND NURSERY GARDEN 
WALL, DERBYSHIRE 
Pre-application Advice 
 
Information Provided 
Ward Cole Structural Report on nursery garden wall 
Chris Pike Associates Structural Assessment of Clock Tower 
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