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1. Introduction 

1.1 GIP Ltd have been commissioned by joint Clients, Tricas Construction Ltd and Trident Housing 

Association Ltd, to undertake a Phase I Geo-Environmental and Geotechnical Assessment at a plot 

of land off Brunt Lane and Fairfield Terrace in Woodville, Swadlincote, Derbyshire.  Site plans are 

included within the appendix and detail the proposed construction of twenty one residential 

properties.  

1.2 The brief required an assessment of the following issues: 

• Geo-environmental assessment of the site to assess the possible extent of contamination 

within the soils and groundwater beneath the site within the context of the planned residential 

development.  

• Geotechnical assessment of the site to determine potential foundation conditions for the 

proposed residential properties.  

1.3 A Coal Mining Risk Assessment has been carried out by ASL Ltd for the Clients and is included within 

the appendix.  

2. The Site 

2.1 Site Location and Layout 

2.1.1 The area of the proposed development occupies a parcel of land approximately 0.4 hectares in size 

to the west of Brunt Lane and to the north of Fairfield Terrace in Woodville, Swadlincote. National 

Grid Reference 431730, 319090 denotes the approximate centre of the site. A number of 

photographs of the site taken during the site walkover are included within the appendix with their 

locations shown on the appended Drawing No. 1. 

2.1.2 At the time of the site walkover, the site was roughly square in shape and sloped gently down 

towards the north. The site was occupied in the west and north west by derelict brick-built 

buildings, with a number of small wooden and corrugated metal sheds and chicken coops in the 

east and south east which appeared to be largely disused.  

2.1.3 The majority of the roof of the largest building on site was missing and fragments of potentially 

asbestos containing corrugated cement roof tiles were present around the building. Similar tiles 

were present on the other buildings. An inspection of inside the buildings was not carried out due 

to the state of the roof. Gas canisters and chicken feed were some of the items visible in and around 

the sheds.  
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2.1.4 Areas of concrete where visible beneath grass around the buildings, with the remainder of the site 

occupied by a grass field. The sheds were separated from the main portion of the site by gravel 

board and timber fencing. The site was bounded by residential and commercial properties and was 

accessible from both Fairfield Terrace and an access track off the High Street.  

2.2 Site History 

2.2.1 The GroundSure Report obtained for the site contains a number of historical Ordnance Survey maps 

covering the site area, the salient morphological features of which can be summarised as follows. 

2.2.2 The first available maps from 1882 show the site to be an unoccupied field with fields to the north 

and residential and industrial premises to the west, south and south east. A Brewery is located 40m 

to the north west, with a ‘Pottery’ located 100m to the south west. ‘Hartshorn Potteries’ is located 

to 80m to the south and south east of the site, with ‘Old Clay Shafts’ shown to the north of the 

pottery buildings. Pumps and wells are shown associated with many of the buildings in the wider 

area. By 1901, ‘Tanks’ are shown in the field to the north of the site.  

2.2.3 The 1923 mapping edition records the buildings to the west of the site to be a ‘Pottery (Sanitary 

Earthenware’)’ and what appear to be spoil mounds are shown at the Pottery to the south east of 

the site. New residential properties are under development in the wider area. The 1937 map shows 

the pottery to the south east to be ‘disused’. By the 1950 map, the buildings currently present in 

the west and north west of the site are shown to be present, along with two small buildings in the 

south of the site, and the Pottery bounding the site to the west has been demolished. The pottery 

to the south east has been demolished and replaced by a ‘Works’.  

2.2.4 The 1967 map records the buildings in the west and north west of the site to be an ‘Ice Cream 

Factory’. Sloping ground is shown to be present to the north of the ‘Works’ to the south east of the 

site. A ‘Coach Depot’ is located 80m to the north west of the site. The 1974 map records a ‘Garage’ 

to be located 100m to the south west of the site. By 1982, residential properties by the site to the 

west and north and by 1985 a series of sheds are present in the east of the site. The 1999 aerial 

photography shows a canopy above the ‘Garage’ to the south west of the site, which appears to be 

similar to a petroleum filling station forecourt. By 2010, the ‘Works’ to the south east of the site 

has been residentially redeveloped (‘Brunt Lane’).  
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2.3 Environmental Setting 

2.3.1 The GroundSure Report also contains information made available by the Environment Agency and 

other regulatory bodies and this can be used to assess the environmental setting of the site. The 

main findings can be summarised as follows:  

• Potentially contaminative past land uses are located both on site (‘Brewery’ and ‘Pottery’) and 

located 3m to the north west (‘Pottery’), 23m to the south east (‘Unspecified Heap’), 31m to 

the north west (‘Unspecified Tanks’), 38m to the north west (‘Brewery’), and 40m to the south 

west (‘Railway Sidings’).  

• Several historical tanks are recorded in the area around the site, including one on site.  

• The nearest recorded historical garage is located 66m to the south west.  

• The nearest petroleum filling stations are located 84m to the south west (‘obsolete’), 276m to 

the north west (‘open’) and 484m to the north west (‘obsolete’). 

• Landfill sites are located 185m and 262m to the west of the site. 

• A ‘Scrap Metal Works’ is located 204m to the west.  

• A ‘Licensed Waste Site’ is located 219m to the west.  

• The nearest potentially contaminative current industrial sites are located 16m to the north 

east and 98m to the north west.  

• There are no sites determined as contaminated land under Part 2a of the Environmental 

Protection Act 1990 within 500m. 

• There are no COMAH or NIHHS sites within 500m.  

2.4 Hydrological and Hydrogeological Setting 

2.4.1 The GroundSure Report also contains information made available by the Environment Agency and 

other regulatory bodies and main findings can be summarised as follows:  

• The underlying geology is classed as a ‘Secondary A Aquifer’. 

• The site is within a ‘high’ groundwater vulnerability area.  

• There are no Water Abstraction Licenses within 950m. 
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• The site is not within a Source Protection Zone (SPZ).  

• There are no surface water features within 250m.  

• The site is not within a designated Flood Zone. 

• The highest risk of surface water or groundwater flooding is ‘negligible. 

• The site is within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ). 

2.5 Geological Setting and Mining 

2.5.1 The following geological information is included within the appended GroundSure Report and also 

obtained from information published by the British Geological Survey and Coal Authority: 

• Made ground is shown to be present to the south east of the site and in the wider area.  

• No Superficial Deposits are shown to be present across the site.  

• The Pennine Lower Coal Measures Formation of the Carboniferous Period is shown to be the 

‘solid’ geology beneath the site, described as ‘interbedded grey mudstone, siltstone and pale 

grey sandstone, commonly with mudstones containing marine fossils in the lower part, and 

more numerous and thicker coal seams in the upper part’. 

• The strata is shown to the south of the site on BGS map sheet no. 141 at a scale of 1:50,000 to 

be dipping at an angle of 7° towards the south west.  

• A coal seam (the Well Seam) is inferred to outcrop in a north west – south east direction 

through the middle of the site. Further coal seams are inferred to outcrop 75m to the north 

east (Clod Seam), 181m to the north (Kilburn Seam) and 157m to the south west (Eureka 

Seam).  

• The sequence of strata and angle of dip would suggest that the Clod and Kilburn Seams could 

be present beneath the site at potentially ‘shallow’ (<30m) depths, with the Well Seam present 

near surface in the central and south western sections of the site.   

• The site is in an area with many historical Potteries and associated clay excavations, as both 

surface and underground workings. The nearest recorded surface workings are recorded to be 

located 101m to the south east, with ‘Old Clay Shafts’ recorded 80m and 84m to the south 

east.  
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• Localised small-scale underground mining of Iron Ore may have occurred beneath the site.  

• The site is within a Coal Mining Area. A CMRA (which includes a Consultants Coal Authority 

report) has been carried out for the Clients by ASL ltd and is included within the appendix.  

• In summary, the CMRA reports that shallow coal seams are present beneath the site which 

may have been worked, the nearest recorded mine entries have been treated (70m to the 

south east of the site) and an opencast mining site was located 250m to the west and south 

west of the site. It recommends that rotary boreholes are sunk to determine if workings are 

present at shallow depth beneath the site.   

• The maximum hazard rating of natural subsidence beneath the site is deemed to be ‘very low’.  

• The site is not within a Radon Affected area, therefore no radon protective measures are 

necessary. 

3. Preliminary Conceptual Site Model 

3.1 General Comments 

3.1.1 In accordance with Environment Agency (EA) document CLR11 ‘Model Procedures for the 

Management of Contaminated Land’ the information gathered as part of this desk study has been 

used to generate a preliminary risk assessment, as detailed in this section. Its purpose is to identify 

potential previous and existing sources of contamination and to link identified sources via potential 

pathways to receptors in order to identify if a possible pollutant linkage is present. The pollutant 

linkages will identify the possibility of significant harm. 

3.1.2 The conceptual site model is based on a number of identified Source – Pathway – Receptor 

situations. For land or groundwater to be classed as contaminated a significant pollutant linkage 

will need to be identified which will include each component of the conceptual site model. The 

absence or removal of a source or interception of a pathway will ‘break’ the pollutant linkage. A 

diagrammatical representation of the Conceptual Site Model (drawing 2) is included within the 

appendix.  

3.1.3 On the basis of the information available to date there are a number of potential contaminant 

linkages between sources and receptors. These are discussed in Table 1 below. 
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4. Preliminary Geotechnical Risk Assessment 

4.1 It is proposed to construct a residential development consisting on a plot of land at Brunt Lane and 

Fairfield Terrace in Woodville, Swadlincote. Within the accuracy of the published geology, the 

ground conditions are anticipated to be weathered Coal Measures strata beneath a potentially thin 

mantling of made ground. Superficial Deposits are not shown on the published geological maps. 

The determination of an appropriate foundation solution for future structures will depend on the 

outcome of an appropriately designed and executed Phase II intrusive site investigation, detailed in 

Section 6 below. 

4.2 Any made ground is unlikely to be extensive and will probably comprise a relatively thin mantling, 

however, any made ground is likely to be of variable and unpredictable load bearing characteristics. 

The weathered mudstones, siltstones and sandstones anticipated beneath any made ground are 

often adequately competent to support traditional style of foundations for low rise residential 

properties. If the ground conditions prove unsuitable, alternative foundation solutions may need 

to be adopted, such as vibro ground improvement.  

4.3 As the site is within a Coal Mining Area where shallow, workable coal seams are anticipated, 

alongside possible underground clay extraction, the foundation design will also be influenced by 

the findings of deeper boreholes sunk to investigate potential mining. Remedial measures may 

required, such as drilling and grouting, if coal seams and/or broken ground are found to be present 

within influencing distance of surface structures and a raft style of foundation may be required to 

cater for any minor residual ground movements.  

4.4 Table 2 below summarises the main geotechnical risks associated with the redevelopment of the 

site for low rise residential properties.  
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5. Ground Gas & Radon Protective Measures 

5.1 Landfill Type Gases 

5.1.1 The presence of any made ground can often generate landfill type gases such as methane and 

carbon dioxide. The geological maps show made ground to be present around the site, with some 

clay pit excavations which may have been infilled, spoil heaps and landfill sites within potentially 

influencing distance (<250m). Due to the lack of apparent developmental history prior to the Ice 

Cream Factory and sheds being constructed on site, it is thought unlikely to be a significant mantling 

of made ground below the proposed development area. The risk of potential ground gases 

impacting Human Health is deemed to be high.  

5.2 Radon Protective Measures 

5.2.1 The Groundsure report states that the site is not within a Radon Affected Area as ‘less than 1%’ of 

dwellings exceed the Radon Action Level. Radon Protective Measures are therefore unlikely to be 

required to be incorporated into the new proposed property, however it is recommended that 

confirmation is sought from the Local Authority.  

6. Recommendations for Phase II Intrusive Site Investigation 

6.1 Environmental Assessment 

6.1.1 The potential for contamination beneath the site will need to be addressed by a Phase II intrusive 

investigation to allow consideration of potential impacts with respect to Human Health, Controlled 

Waters and the wider environment.  

6.1.2 Due to the history of the site and the findings of the site walkover as discussed earlier, the 

environmental risks associated with the proposed residential development are deemed to be 

generally ‘moderate’ for contamination within soils. There is a potential ‘high’ risk of asbestos due 

to roof tile fragments in the area around the derelict Ice Cream Factory, and a potential ‘high’ risk 

of ground gases affecting future properties from off site sources. It should be appreciated that there 

is the potential for unrecorded activities to have taken place and the historical Ordnance Mapping 

provides ‘snapshots’ of the history of the site.   
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6.2 Geotechnical Assessment 

6.2.1 In order to gain appropriate foundation design parameters for the proposed residential 

development, a more detailed Phase II assessment of the sub surface conditions will be required. 

As well as the geotechnical properties of the shallow soils for foundation design, an assessment 

into the potential for historical coal and clay mining to affect surface structures should also be 

undertaken.  

6.3 Investigation Strategy 

6.3.1 The recommended Phase II investigation, based on the proposals for the construction of the new 

building could include the following: 

• A survey should be carried out across the site to lower the risk of damage to live services. It is 

understood that a survey has been commissioned by the Client which would be available prior 

to any intrusive site investigation works. A sewer is known to cross the north of the site. 

• Sinking a series of windowless sample, cable percussive boreholes and/or machine excavated 

trial pits across the site which would characterise the geotechnical properties of the prevailing 

ground conditions and allow a suitable scheme of foundations to be designed.  

• Sinking a series of rotary boreholes to investigate the mining geology and assess whether any 

remedial measures are required should coal seams or worked strata be encountered within 

potentially influencing depth.  

• Monitoring wells should be installed in the shallow boreholes with return visits made to site to 

record groundwater levels and ground gas concentrations.  

• Samples of soils taken from the exploratory positions should be sent to approved laboratories 

for both geotechnical and contamination analyses. The chemical testing suite as determined 

from this Phase I assessment should consist of screening tests for the contaminants included 

in Table 1 above and updated if necessary following the logging of the soils. 

• An interpretative report should be prepared, which reviews the geotechnical and 

environmental findings of the site, in view of the proposed development. It should include 

comments for foundation design, a review of the findings of the contamination testing and 

recommendations on remedial measures for contamination and ground gases. The report 

should also highlight where further information is required to enable detailed design proposals 

or remedial measures to be developed.  
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Reference: 192-20-675.2472 

 

Date: 4th December 2020 

Th e Ge o-En viro nme nta l  Servic e Pr ovid er  

 

 

ASL, Holly Farm Business Park, Honiley, Warwickshire, CV8 1NP  

t:  +44 (0)1926 485 508   f: +44 (0)1926 485 507   e: info@aslenvironmental.co.uk w: www.aslenvironmental.co.uk 
 

A SPECTS SERVICES (UK) L IMITED,  COMPA NY REG ISTRA TIO N NUMBER 5489459  

REG ISTERED O FFICE: HIG HDOWN HO USE, 11  HIG HDO WN ROA D,  SY DENHA M,  LEA MI N G TO N SPA , CV31 1XT  

 

 

Tricas Construction Ltd and Trident Housing Association Ltd 

Unit 1 Buntsford Business Park 

Buntsford Park Road 

Bromsgrove 

B60 3DX 

 

For the attention of: Mr John Colbert 

 

 

COAL MINING RISK ASSESSMENT 

BRUNT LANE, WOODVILLE, SWADLINCOTE 

 

Dear John, 

 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

In December 2020, ASL was instructed by Tricas Construction Ltd and Trident Housing Association 

Ltd to undertake a Coal Mining Risk Assessment (CMRA) for a site known as Brunt Lane, Woodville, 

Swadlincote. 

 

The scope of these works was detailed in ASL estimate reference 192-20-675.elo.3317, dated 24th 

June 2020 which was formerly accepted by Tricas Construction Ltd in PO No. TCL/L152/001, dated 

26th November 2020. 

 

It is understood that the proposed development comprises the construction of a new housing 

development.  A proposed development layout plan is presented in Appendix I. 

 

This assessment presents the results of data searches relating to coal mining activity at and in 

the vicinity of the site.  The assessment includes interpretative comment on the potential risks 

from any identified mining activity in relation to the proposed development.  Recommendations 

are also provided in relation to the need for any further works considered necessary to mitigate 

any identified risks. 

 

 

2.0 THE SITE 

 

The site is located off Brunt Lane to the north of the High Street in Woodville, Swadlincote, located 

approximately 2km south-east of Swadlincote, at approximate National Grid Reference (NGR) SK 

317 191.  The site location is included on Figure 1. 

 

The site covers an area of approximately 0.4ha and is divided into two main areas.  The larger 

part to the north-west comprises dilapidated barn type structures in the north and west with the 

remainder of the site covered in grass and the south-eastern part is currently occupied by sheds 

and gardens.  The access to the site is off Brunt Lane to the east via an existing garden.  

 

The site is set within a generally residential area.  The site layout is presented as Figure 2. 
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3.0 GEOLOGY 

 

Reference to British Geological Survey (BGS) Sheet No. 141 – Loughborough (Solid and Drift) and 

BGS Geoindex Viewer indicates that the geology underlying the site to be devoid of drift deposits 

and directly underlain by solid geology of the Pennine Lower Coal Measures. 

 

In addition, the BGS indicates Made Ground in the form of ‘Artificial Ground’ to be present 

immediately to the east of the site and extending approximately 100m from the site.  Made Ground 

is also shown within 500m to the north and west of the site and extensively around 1km to the 

west and south of the site. 

 

The Pennine Lower Coal Measures are described as ‘Interbedded grey mudstone, siltstone and 

pale grey sandstone, commonly with mudstones containing marine fossils in the lower part, and 

more numerous and thicker coal seams in the upper part’.  The geological plan indicates the Well 

Coal Seam to be beneath the site.  The geological section line (to the south of the site) indicates 

a second coal seams outcropping to the north-east and possibly beneath the site, although given 

the dip of the seams these would be at a much greater depth. 

 

Given the underlying geology it is considered that the site is in an area that may be affected by 

coal mining and a Coal Authority Consultants Coal Mining Report was obtained and is presented 

in Appendix II. 

 

 

4.0 COAL AUTHORITY REPORT 

 

The Coal Authority Consultants Coal Mining Report, reference 51002333075004, dated 1st 

December 2020, indicates there are no records of previous coal mining at the site, although coal 

is present beneath the site with probable shallow unrecorded workings.  Two mine entries are 

indicated approximately 70m to the south east of the site, coinciding with the area of Made Ground 

shown by the BGS, and both of these features have been treated. 

 

The report indicates the presence of an outcrop of coal, the Well Coal Seam, a workable seam, on 

the site at a bearing of 290 degrees.  No geological faults or fissures were identified within the 

site boundary.  There are no remediated sites or coal mining subsidence within 50m of the site 

and no Coal Authority managed tips, mine gas or mine water treatment schemes within 500m of 

the site and there is no future underground mining or coal mining licenses recorded. 

 

The Coal Authority has not received a damage notice or claim for the subject property, or any 

property within 50m and the site has not been subject to remedial works by or on behalf of the 

Coal Authority. 

 

In terms of the recorded mine entries, they are referenced 431319-00 and 431319-010 at NGR 

SK 318 190 to the south-east of the site.  The report states that the mine openings were grouted 

and capped under the supervision of Ground Risk Management for Cameron Homes in 2005. 

 

In terms of the opencast mining, an unlicensed open cast site is shown approximately 250m west 

and south-west of the site, the extent of which is shown on the plan presented in the Coal 

Authority Consultants Coal Mining Report (Appendix II). 

 

 

5.0 ABANDONMENT PLANS 

 

As stated in the Coal Authority Consultants Coal Mining Report the only abandonment indicated 

in the vicinity of the site is a Privately Owned map which is not available. 
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6.0 PREVIOUS SITE INVESTIGATION 

 

No previous investigation records are available for the site.  A BGS borehole record 170m south 

of the site indicates, based on drillers records, limited topsoil and disturbed ground to 0.5m bgl, 

superficial deposits to 3.5m bgl and mudstone, siltstone and sandstone to the final depth.  A 0.3m 

thick band of ‘black shaley coal’ was identified at a depth of 15m bgl and the borehole terminated 

in black shale at 19.4m bgl. 

 

 

7.0 DISCUSSION 

 

The available information shows the site to be in a general area of former coal mining, evidenced 

by shafts to the east of the site and open cast mining to the west of the site and is within an area 

where coal outcrops and the presence of shallow coal is probable. 

 

Therefore the presence of unrecorded working beneath the site cannot be excluded and it is 

recommended that no development works are undertaken until the actual risk posed by former 

coal mining activities at the site has been established.  It is therefore considered that intrusive 

investigative works will be required at the site to establish the presence of shallow workings 

beneath the site. 

 

 

8.0 FURTHER WORKS 

 

It is recommended that a series of rotary boreholes are drilled at the site to determine if coal 

workings are present at shallow depth beneath the site that pose a risk to the proposed 

development. 

 

It is recommended that a minimum of three rotary boreholes are drilled to a depth of 

approximately 30m bgl located across the site and corresponding to the proposed development.  

The proposed scope of intrusive may need to be agreed with the Coal Authority, Building Control 

and/or the Planning Authority in advance to ensure their requirements are addressed. 

 

If shallow workings are identified at the site, these may also require remediation if the site is to 

undergo development.  Remedial works are likely to comprise drilling and grouting on a grid 

pattern beneath the proposed development. 

 

It is considered that following appropriate investigation and the necessary remedial works based 

on the findings of the investigation that proposed scheme could be developed. 
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We trust you find this to be satisfactory and should you have any queries please do not hesitate 

to contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely 

for ASL 

PETE WILTON 

Associate Director 

BEng, MSc, CGeol, FGS, MIMMM, ACSM 

 
M: 07545 289 206 
E: pete.wilton@aslenvironmental.co.uk 
W: www.aslenvironmental.co.uk 
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Appendix I Proposed Development Plan 

Appendix II Coal Authority Consultants Mining Report 
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Section 1 – Mining activity and geology

Past underground mining
No past mining recorded.

Probable unrecorded shallow workings
Yes.

Spine roadways at shallow depth
No spine roadway recorded at shallow depth.

Mine entries

Entry type Reference Grid reference Treatment description Mineral Conveyancing details

Shaft 431319-006 431833 319028 was grouted under the supervision of
Ground Risk Management for Cameron
Homes Ltd in July 2005 it was
subsequently capped with a reinforced
concrete cap

Coal

Shaft 431319-010 431816 319004 was grouted and a grout cap/plug formed
over it under the supervision of Ground
Risk Management for Cameron Homes
Limited in July 2005

Coal

Abandoned mine plan catalogue numbers
The following abandoned mine plan catalogue numbers intersect with some, or all, of the enquiry
boundary:

PO0

Please contact us on 0345 762 6848 to determine the exact abandoned mine plans you require
based on your needs.

Outcrops

Seam name Mineral Seam workable Distance to outcrop
(m)

Direction to
outcrop

Bearing of outcrop

WELL Coal Yes Within N/A 290

Geological faults, fissures and breaklines
No faults, fissures or breaklines recorded.

Opencast mines
Please refer to the “Summary of findings” map (on separate sheet) for details of any opencast areas
within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.
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Coal Authority managed tips
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.
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Section 2 – Investigative or remedial activity

Please refer to the 'Summary of findings' map (on separate sheet) for details of any activity within
the area of the site boundary.

Site investigations
None recorded within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Remediated sites
None recorded within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Coal mining subsidence
The Coal Authority has not received a damage notice or claim for the subject property, or any
property within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary, since 31 October 1994.

There is no current Stop Notice delaying the start of remedial works or repairs to the property.

The Coal Authority is not aware of any request having been made to carry out preventive works
before coal is worked under section 33 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991.

Mine gas
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Mine water treatment schemes
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.
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Section 3 – Licensing and future mining activity

Future underground mining
None recorded.

Coal mining licensing
None recorded within 200 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Court orders
None recorded.

Section 46 notices
No notices have been given, under section 46 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991, stating that
the land is at risk of subsidence.

The property is not in an area where a notice to withdraw support has been given.

The property is not in an area where a notice has been given under section 41 of the Coal Industry
Act 1994, cancelling the entitlement to withdraw support.

Withdrawal of support notices

The property is not in an area where a relevant notice has been published under the Coal Industry
Act 1975/Coal Industry Act 1994.

Payments to owners of former copyhold land
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Section 4 – Further information

Based on the responses in this report, no further information has been highlighted.
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Section 5 – Data definitions

The datasets used in this report have limitations and assumptions within their results. For more
guidance on the data and the results specific to the enquiry boundary, please call us on 0345 762
6848 or email us at groundstability@coal.gov.uk.

Past underground coal mining
Details of all recorded underground mining relative to the enquiry boundary. Only past
underground workings where the enquiry boundary is within 0.7 times the depth of the workings
(zone of likely physical influence) allowing for seam inclination, will be included.

Probable unrecorded shallow workings
Areas where the Coal Authority believes there to be unrecorded coal workings that exist at or close
to the surface (less than 30 metres deep).

Spine roadways at shallow depth
Connecting roadways either, working to working, or, surface to working, both in-seam and cross
measures that exist at or close to the surface (less than 30 metres deep), either within or within 10
metres of the enquiry boundary.

Mine entries
Details of any shaft or adit either within, or within 100 metres of the enquiry boundary including
approximate location, brief treatment details where known, the mineral worked from the mine
entry and conveyance details where the mine entry has previously been sold by the Authority or its
predecessors British Coal or the National Coal Board.

Abandoned mine plan catalogue numbers
Plan numbers extracted from the abandoned mines catalogue containing details of coal and other
mineral abandonment plans deposited via the Mines Inspectorate in accordance with the Coal
Mines Regulation Act and Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act 1872. A maximum of 9 plan extents
that intersect with the enquiry boundary will be included. This does not infer that the workings
and/or mine entries shown on the abandonment plan will be relevant to the site/property
boundary.

Outcrops
Details of seam outcrops will be included where the enquiry boundary intersects with a conjectured
or actual seam outcrop location (derived by either the British Geological Survey or the Coal
Authority) or intersects with a defined 50 metres buffer on the coal (dip) side of the outcrop. An
indication of whether the Coal Authority believes the seam to be of sufficient thickness and/or
quality to have been worked will also be included.

Geological faults, fissures and breaklines
Geological disturbances or fractures in the bedrock. Surface fault lines (British Geological Survey
derived data) and fissures and breaklines (Coal Authority derived data) intersecting with the
enquiry boundary will be included. In some circumstances faults, fissures or breaklines have been
known to contribute to surface subsidence damage as a consequence of underground coal mining.
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Opencast mines
Opencast coal sites from which coal has been removed in the past by opencast (surface) methods
and where the enquiry boundary is within 500 metres of either the licence area, site boundary,
excavation area (high wall) or coaling area.

Coal Authority managed tips
Locations of disused colliery tip sites owned and managed by the Coal Authority, located within 500
metres of the enquiry boundary.

Site investigations
Details of site investigations within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary where the Coal Authority
has received information relating to coal mining risk investigation and/or remediation by third
parties.

Remediated sites
Sites where the Coal Authority has undertaken remedial works either within or within 50 metres of
the enquiry boundary following report of a hazard relating to coal mining under the Coal
Authority’s Emergency Surface Hazard Call Out procedures.

Coal mining subsidence
Details of alleged coal mining subsidence claims made since 31 October 1994 either within or
within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary. Where the claim relates to the enquiry boundary
confirmation of whether the claim was accepted, rejected or whether liability is still being
determined will be given. Where the claim has been discharged, whether this was by repair,
payment of compensation or a combination of both, the value of the claim, where known, will also
be given.

Details of any current ‘Stop Notice’ deferring remedial works or repairs affecting the property/site,
and if so the date of the notice.

Details of any request made to execute preventative works before coal is worked under section 33
of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991. If yes, whether any person withheld consent or failed to
comply with any request to execute preventative works.

Mine gas
Reports of alleged mine gas emissions received by the Coal Authority, either within or within 500
metres of the enquiry boundary that subsequently required investigation and action by the Coal
Authority to mitigate the effects of the mine gas emission.
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Mine water treatment schemes
Locations where the Coal Authority has constructed or operates assets that remove pollutants
from mine water prior to the treated mine water being discharged into the receiving water body.

These schemes are part of the UK’s strategy to meet the requirements of the Water Framework
Directive. Schemes fall into 2 basic categories: Remedial – mitigating the impact of existing pollution
or Preventative – preventing a future pollution incident.

Mine water treatment schemes generally consist of one or more primary settlement lagoons and
one or more reed beds for secondary treatment. A small number are more specialised process
treatment plants.

Future underground mining
Details of all planned underground mining relative to the enquiry boundary. Only those future
workings where the enquiry boundary is within 0.7 times the depth of the workings (zone of likely
physical influence) allowing for seam inclination will be included.

Coal mining licensing
Details of all licenses issued by the Coal Authority either within or within 200 metres of the enquiry
boundary in relation to the under taking of surface coal mining, underground coal mining or
underground coal gasification.

Court orders
Orders in respect of the working of coal under the Mines (Working Facilities and Support) Acts of
1923 and 1966 or any statutory modification or amendment thereof.

Section 46 notices
Notice of proposals relating to underground coal mining operations that have been given under
section 46 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991.

Withdrawal of support notices
Published notices of entitlement to withdraw support and the date of the notice. Details of any
revocation notice withdrawing the entitlement to withdraw support given under Section 41 of the
Coal Industry Act 1994.

Payment to owners of former copyhold land
Relevant notices which may affect the property and any subsequent notice of retained interests in
coal and coal mines, acceptance or rejection notices and whether any compensation has been paid
to a claimant.
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